
 

                                  
 

 
Brussels – 25th February 2019.  
 “Which alliances to transform Europe on the basis of Agenda 2030?” 
74 Rue de Trèves, Room TRE 7701 (7th Floor) Brussels 
 
                        This event is an initiative of the EESC and Europe Ambition 2030  
 
Chair :  Peter Schmidt, EESC Sustainable Development Observatory President,  
              Enrico Giovannini, European Ambition 2030.   
 
 
14:00 – 15:45   Session 1: The new Commission  
 
After the release of the European Commission Reflection Paper 'Towards a Sustainable Europe by 
2030', the European Parliament 2019 elections and nomination of a new Commission will be 
crucial moments for the future course of the EU. 
                                                                          
Europe needs a new project based on three pillars: a new social contract in a safe operating space 
for humanity (Agenda 2030), citizens' rights (Charter of Fundamental Rights) and rule of law (EU 
Treaties).  
 
Which alliance is needed to ensure that the new Commission college is fully dedicated to such 
agenda? 
Which steps should be taken prior to and after the European Parliament elections?  
Representatives of political parties and civil society are invited to address together these questions 
at the 25th February workshop in Brussels. 
 
16:00 – 17:00 Session 2: Inclusiveness and Enhanced Partnerships 
 
This session will prepare several events organized during the first half of 2019: 

• April 16th, 2019, Bucharest. Romania EU Presidency. Implementation of the Agenda 2030, 
by the European Union Member States, Eastern Partnership countries, Western Balkans 
countries, Central Asia countries. 

• May 21st, 2019, Rome. Opening of the Italian Festival on Sustainable Development. 
European Conference.  Second Conference on SDGs, climate and the future of Europe. ‘A 
Leap Forward’ 

• June 2019. London. Fourth Conference on Value based Investors and the SDGs ‘A Financial 
Spring for People and Planet’ including, in particular initiatives dedicated to Millennials and 
blockchain for inclusive and sustainable finance. 

 
 
 
 



 

                                  
 

Second Conference SDGs, climate and the future of Europe  
May 21st, 2019, Rome.  Opening event of the Italian Festival on Sustainable Development 2019 
‘A Leap Forward’ 
 
  
 
Background. 
The first conference (Milan 2018) proposed five priorities for a European strategy : 

• Building a new social contract by implementing the goals of zero poverty (SDG1), zero 
hunger (SDG 2), reduced unemployment, reducing inequalities (SDG10), decent work (SDG 
8), quality education (SDG4). 

• Returning to a framework set by global borders to protect humanity and ensuring a safe 
and secure space in terms of climate change, biodiversity and natural resource 
management.  

• Making inclusive and sustainable finance a lever to transform Europe and the planet. 
• Ensuring the full and effective participation of women and equal access to leadership at all 

levels of decision-making in political, economic and public life and ensuring equal 
opportunities (SDG 5).  

• Promoting the rule of law and enforcing non-discriminatory laws, protecting fundamental 
freedoms, ensuring good governance in terms of accountability, transparency, 
inclusiveness, participation and representation at all levels, empowerment to intensify the 
implementation of the SDGs (SDG16). 

 
The Milan conference also invited Europeans to organize themselves 'as-one-brain' and activate 
'levers' to trigger a 'leap forward'.  The second conference will activate some of these levers 
 
This  European conference will take place in Rome before the European Parliament election 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                  
 

 
 
 
Session 1. Transform the European Union, including the method of electing the President of the 
Commission. 

• Conclusions after the European Parliament election 
• EU Governance 

 
Session 2. Inclusiveness and Empowerment democracy.  

 
• The role of Millennials 
• Blockchain and sustainable development goals to bring transparency and accountability 

and to increase trust and efficiency  
• “Water -Employment-Migration in the Mediterranean”  

 
Session 3. Enhanced Partnerships acting as-one-brain 

• The Financial Spring for People and Planet. Presentation of a report on how to develop 
synergies between 50 platforms and initiatives 

• Sustainable food systems, including food security and biodiversity. Presentation of a report  
on how to mobilize finance in support to the relevant SDGs 

• The post-Cotonou agreement  
• The international Coalition on the Greening the Belt and Road Initiative launched by the 

Chinese Government and UN Environment. 
 
  



 

                                  
 

 
European Sustainable Development Week 
Workshop in Sicily.  
A human-embedded circular economy to attain SDGs faster   

Chaired by Enrico Giovannini 

Facilitated by Alexandre Lemille and the EESC-Commission Platform on Circular Economy.  
 
Care is critical to contributes to a leap forward of humanity necessary to face planetary challenges 
by including those who have previously been marginalized and excluded. Social inclusion 
contributes to social cohesion. Social cohesion contributes to country performance and resilience 
which is essential to manage the planetary challenges that humanity faces in our near-term future 

The Circular Economy could bring significant economic, environmental and social benefits to the 
European Union, its Member States and its productive fabric. It contributes to the implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals. The concept of ‘commitments’ in the framework of ‘shared 
responsibilities’ is key.  

In order to deliver, in accordance with these goals , resource efficiency, job creation, low-carbon 
prosperity, a healthy environment, clean production and sustainable consumption, it is necessary 
to take a holistic approach by working across a number of policy areas. What is still NOT on the 
radar of civil servants neither at EU nor at Member States levels : human waste (Giovannini) 
 
The workshop  will address Circular economy + inclusive, welfare & care 
Link two priorities for the implementation of Agenda 2030 : a new social contract & safe operating 
space for humanity  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


